Getting the Most out of Graphic Organizers

· Identify the content to be taught with the graphic organizer. Once the content is identified, the graphic organizer can be used to help students focus on the important elements of the content and graphically show how these elements are related.
· Select the graphic organizer that best fits the content or help the students to do so. For example, if the students are learning about a specific process, a flow chart may be the best way to organize thoughts and connections. Ensure students understand why the graphic organizer fits with what is being learned and why other graphic organizers may not work. For example, explain that flow charts are typically used to show the sequence of events in a process. Consider creating a master list of organizer types and working with students to continually identify their uses.
· Fill in the graphic organizer prior to using it in instruction. This helps to ensure the learning is clear and correct.
· Model how to use the graphic organizer. Never assume students know the purpose of the graphic organizer. Help them to make use of it by modeling the process. This is particularly true for younger students or the first time and organizer is used. Some graphic organizers illustrate complex relationships and older students may benefit from a discussion around the graphic organizer itself.
· Use graphic organizers before, during and after instruction. Prior to instruction, teachers can give students a completed graphic organizer to help them establish a mental framework for the new content. During a class discussion, capture important concepts, and show the relationships between concepts. Individual students or groups of students can use a partially completed organizer to review important concepts and illustrate how these concepts are connected. Graphic organizers are great for review following learning experiences.
· Encourage students to create their own graphic organizers once they have had some experience using them. This way, students can choose representations that suit their learning style and the type of learning occurring. It encourages them to use graphic organizers in the future as a strategy for independent learning.

Check out the many graphic organizers located on the Curriculum Corner under Instructional Tools!


· Information adapted from Connecting Teachers, Students and Standards by Voltz, Sims and Nelson, 2010.
