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Reciprocal Teaching
Reciprocal teaching is an instructional strategy based on modeling and guided practice, in which the instructor first models a set of reading comprehension strategies and then gradually cedes responsibility for these strategies to the students (Brown & Palaincsar,1989;  Palincsar, 1986; Palincsar& Brown, 1984).  Specifically, reciprocal teaching consists of three main components, (a) the teaching and learning of specific reading comprehension strategies, (b) the dialogue
betweena instructor and students where the instructor models why, when, and where to use these reading comprehension strategies, and (c) the appropriating of the role of the instructor by the students, that is, students begin to model the reading comprehension strategies for other students. Thus, the goals of reciprocal teaching are for students to learn the reading comprehension strategies, learn how and when to use the strategies, and become self-regulated in the use of these strategies. (Peter E. Doolittle, David Hicks, and Cheri F. Triplett-International Journal of Teaching and Learning in Higher Education 2006, Volume 17, Number 2, 106-118 http://www.isetl.org/ijtlhe/ ISSN 1812-9129 )

http://www.jstor.org/pss/1170585 Link for a review of the research on Reciprocal Teaching

How to Use Reciprocal Teaching
Reciprocal Teaching (RT) refers to an instructional activity that takes place in the form of a dialogue between teachers and students regarding segments of text which is structured by the use of four strategies: summarizing, question generating, clarifying, and predicting. During RT, the teacher and students take turns assuming the role of teacher in leading dialogue. RT involves specific roles and specific processes within those roles. The strategy is taught using guided instruction beginning with the teacher modeling each of the roles and then giving the students opportunity to practice.  Once students are able to use the strategy independently, it can be used as a way to have groups comprehend texts independently.  Reciprocal teaching roles includequestioning, summarizing, clarifying and predicting as follows: 

Predicter:
Students are encouraged by the teachers to predict or hypothesize about what the author will discuss in the text. While predicting, students often have to draw upon the background knowledge pertaining to the subject in concern, which eventually enriches the learning experience by linking the new knowledge that they will come across in the text with the already possessed knowledge. Also, this helps enhance the students’ understanding of text structure as they learn the purpose of headings, subheadings, and questions that are embedded in the text and thus are useful means of anticipating further information.
Students are taught to use language like:
· I am looking at the title and other visual clues that are appearing along with the body text on the page. What do I think we will be reading about?
· Thinking about what we have read and discussed so far, what do we think might happen next? 
Summarizer:

Text can be summarized after a few sentences, paragraphs, or across the passage as a whole. Students may begin summarizing at sentence and paragraph level, then as they master the technique, they can become proficient enough to integrate at the paragraph and passage levels.
Students are taught to use language like:
· What does the author want us to remember or learn from this passage? 
· What is the most important information in this passage? 
· What are the valid and logical questions that can be phrased about the text?

Questioner:

Questioning requires the students to process and identify the information that is present to them and further analyze its significance to generate a valid question, which they can answer themselves. Students can be taught to generate questions at many levels. 
Students are taught to use language like:
· What questions do we have about the text that we read?
· Are there ideas in the text that we are unsure about?
· I’m curious about _____________ (Who, what, when, where, why, how)

Clarifier:

Clarification of any doubts or questions regarding the text during reading it is very important for reading comprehension. Students think of the reasons why there is difficulty or failure in understanding. Students bring forward barriers to comprehension(e.g. new vocabulary, unclear reference words, unfamiliar or difficult concepts) and take the necessary measures to comprehend meaning. For example rereading the text or looking up difficult words or asking for help to clarify the difficult text. 
Encourage the Students to think on the following lines:
· One of the words from the text that I wasn’t familiar with was...
· What other words or additional concepts do I need for further clarification and better understanding?

Guidance, encouragement and open discussion are vital every step of the way.  Each student needs to know that he or she is expected to participate at his or her own level. 
Reciprocal teaching involves a high degree of social interaction and collaboration, as students gradually learn to assume the role of teacher in helping their peers construct meaning from text. In essence, reciprocal teaching is an authentic activity because learning, both inside and outside of school, advances through collaborative social interaction and the social construction of knowledge.
Alverman and Phelpshttp://www.liketoread.com/struct_talk_recip_teaching.php
RT can be used in a variety of ways.  An internet search or use of the links on this document will give you more ideas. 
http://www.liketoread.com/struct_talk_recip_teaching.php
http://www.justreadnow.com/strategies/reciprocal.htm
FREE Printable “Job Cards” for RT http://www.fresherschools.com/resources/index.php?category=General



