Getting the Most Out of Cooperative Learning

· Do not attempt to cover all instruction using cooperative learning. Instruction should be flexible and include individual, small group and whole group formats.
· Explicitly outline behavioural and learning expectations for students prior to beginning cooperative activities. Things such as volume, roles or final products should be articulated before groups begin to work together. Practicing these aspects of cooperative learning is always a good idea.
· Provide special support to students as needed to help them with the skill of working in a group. Visual reminders may be useful in providing reminders of expectations. For example:
· Am I following instructions?
· Am I using a quiet, respectful voice and tone?
· Am I contributing and encouraging others to contribute?
· Am I listening well?
· Am I staying focused on the specific task?
· Formatively assess the group process and invite students to reflect on their own successes and challenges. Summatively assess students individually to ensure each and every student has achieved the intended outcome. In order to encourage accountability, ensure students know how their group efforts will impact their knowledge and skills when it comes time to demonstrate their learning individually.
