Word Splash

	A Word Splash is a collection of words or key terms from textual material that students will be reading, hearing or seeing. Students examine the words are try to predict what they will read, hear or see.

	Purposes:

1. To help students focus on the material.
2. To motivate students to read, view or listen.
3. To develop the skill of predicting.
4. To develop the skill of inferring.

	Steps:

1. Select 15 to 20 terms from that material that students will see, hear or view and place them on a screen, overhead, etc. The terms should not be new to students, as they will use them to predict a story or a list of facts. It is important to have a list of verbs, nouns and adjectives.
2. Students examine the terms and, using each term on the Word Splash, write a list of facts or a short passage about what they think they will be reading, hearing or viewing. Alternatively, students can draw their predictions.
3. Once they have completed their predictions, students read their list or text and identify at least one thing they know to be correct and at least one thing about which they are unsure. They discuss these in small groups or with the class.
4. Following this, distribute the reading, viewing or listening material and students engage in the text individually, in pairs or in small groups.
5. Students stop periodically to check their predictions and adjust them as necessary.
