Mind Maps

	Mind mapping is a brainstorming activity during which students arrange ideas and images in groups around a stimulus word. Mapping helps students to see the natural, non-linear relationships between and among their ideas, feelings and thought on a given subject. This strategy may be used throughout the learning process. As a pre-compose and create (before) strategy, mapping helps students generate and organize ideas.

	Purpose: 
1. To activate prior knowledge
2. To generate ideas

	Steps:      
1. Each student makes a circle in the middle of the page and places a stimulus word or concept inside.
2. Individually, students brainstorm ideas, images and feelings. They place words, phrases or images around the stimulus word in clusters representing connections they see.
3. Students discuss their clusters with a partner and add ideas or connections.
4. Students share their maps with the whole class or in larger groups. The teacher has the opportunity to extend students’ prior knowledge and to correct misconceptions by making a map for the whole class.

