Brainstorming Ideas
Carousel:
Questions or topics are written on chart paper and placed around the room. Small groups of students move from paper to paper and are given a period of time to write their thoughts about the given question or topic. They move from station to station until they have visited all of them. Whole group de-briefing can then occur.
Virtual carousel:
Students are given a series of questions or topics on a Wiki or on Google Apps, etc. Students then work on each question in pairs, small groups, or individually until they have rotated through all the questions or topics. The results can then be examined as a large group.
Brainstorm and pass:
Students or groups of students can take turns offering one idea about a given topic. They may or may not have been given time to explore the topic within their group prior to whole group sharing. If a group or individual does not have an idea during their turn, they can pass. Rotate until all ideas are exhausted.
Brainstorm with side trips:
Students brainstorm on an imaginary journey with the following side trips: places, things/objects, personas, and time periods. Categories can be adapted to suit the needs of the group and topic.
Brainstorm and categorize:
Students brainstorm ideas related to a question or topic and then categorize their ideas and create titles for their categories. Students not only discuss the content of their work but also their processes for deciding on categories and titles.

Learning preference brainstorm:
Students brainstorm ideas related to a question or topic and then code their ideas based on how the idea occurred in their brain (visual, kinesthetic, auditory, etc.)
Brainstorm and web:
Students brainstorm their ideas on a question or topic and then they connect the ideas through webbing or other graphic organizers. Students continue to add ideas and connections as they occur. This can be done individually, in pairs or in groups. The graphic organizer can be more kinesthetic if each brainstormed idea is written on a separate piece of paper and the papers are organized as thinking occurs. The papers can then be glued down.
Here’s what, So what, Now what:
Students write all their thoughts down on a question, topic or invitation to learn. They then categorize their thoughts into loose groups. They choose a set number of ideas and comment: Here’s what we noticed/ thought…, So what does this mean…? Now what we think is…
