	Setting your purpose
Why am I doing this search?

What do I hope to learn?


	Write key questions and key terms:

	Searching
Once you enter key terms, how do you decide which link to select?


Will you need to change your key terms?

	Hint: It’s tempting to select the first link! 
· Look at the URL; is this a .gov, .com, .edu, .net or .org? Which one would help you answer your questions?
· Look for you key terms in the description

	Evaluate and analyze
Once you select your link, how will you decide if this is a reliable site?




	Stop and look:
· Who is the author? (Look on home page, “About us,” at the bottom of the page, “Contact us,” etc.
· Who is the audience for the site?
· What is the purpose of the site?

If you can’t find the answers to these questions on the site, do you think it will be reliable? If not, try a new site!

	Synthesize
How will you read in order to acquire the information you need?




	Skim and scan:
Consider:
· Text boxes, subtitles, important terms in bold or coloured font
Write down new information learned:






	Evaluate and analyze
You may have clicked on a hyperlink in the site and it isn’t helpful. Will you go back to the original page or go to a new site?


	Refocus:
Look back at your original questions and key terms.
Has this site been helpful, or do you need to go to a new site?
Do you need to refocus?
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