Sample Reading Comprehension Activities
                             (
Self Questioning Strategies
Proficient readers frequently self-monitor their reading. For example, they often stop while reading to ensure they are comprehending the material they are reading. They ask themselves, “Does this make sense?” If it does not, they will go back to where they were “connected” with the text. It is important for teachers to model self-questioning strategies. Cue students to ask questions. Self-questioning helps students monitor and comprehend the material being read.
Does this make sense?
What has happened so far?
What will happen next?
How does this relate to what I already know?
)







 (
5 Ws – Why, When, Where, What, Who
As students read, they lightly write in the margin the appropriate cue (one of the 5 W’s) and highlight the pertinent information.
After reading, the students go back to the cues and use them as the basis for making notes and reviewing the content.
)
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Reciprocal Teaching Strategy
The teacher models the following steps prior to students using the strategy in a small group setting. Students take turns being the “leader” of the group and applying the following steps:
Predict 
what will happen in the text by using headings, subheadings, pictures, charts, and any other information that might be helpful.
Read 
the passage independently or together.
Question – 
formulate questions about what was read.
Summarize 
the important information.
Clarify 
any information that is difficult to understand and review the meaning of any vocabulary.
Predict 
what might occur later in the text.
)
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Form a Visual or Mental Picture
Initially 
read out loud
 
a variety of descriptions and 
have the students follow along in the text. Begin with 
familiar or simple descriptions. 
As you read the description, encourage the students to try to picture it in their minds.
Then have the students do a follow up activity:
Match the description to the picture;
Draw a picture;
Discuss the description;
Write a response or reaction; and
Write a descriptive passage and present it to the group
Once the students have developed this skill, have the silently read a descriptive passage and do one of the above activities. Encourage students to “see” what they area reading – the details, the 
colours
.
Works well with any form of literature.
)
