ReQuest (Reciprocal Questioning)

ReQuest procedure is an extremely successful strategy in helping children become active questioners at the higher levels of comprehension (Manzo, 1969; Vacca & Vacca, 1999).  Here are the steps in this procedure:
1.  The teacher first tells the children to ask the type of questions about each sentence in a selection that they think the teacher might ask.
2. The teacher then answers each question fairly and fully as possible and tells the children that they subsequently must do the same.
3. Then the teacher and the children both silently read the first sentence.
4. The teacher closes the book, and a child asks questions about that sentence that the teacher is to answer.
5. Next, the child closes the book and the teacher asks questions about the material.  The teacher should provide an excellent model for the child’s questions.  The questions should be mainly of the higher type such as textually implicit (interpretive and critical) and scriptally implicit (creative or applied) questions.
6. After a number of additional sentences, the procedure can be modified to use an entire paragraph instead of individual sentences.  Questioning should continue until the child can answer the question:  “What do you think will happen next in this selection?”
The ReQuest procedure is very valuable because it clearly shows children how to formulate and answer implicit comprehension questions instead of just explicit questions. 

