QtA (Question the Author)
Questioning the author (QtA) supports students’ learning because it engages them in an active search for meaning.  The strategy, developed by Beck et al. (1997), invites readers to explain information in a text to themselves as well as with partners and forces them to reread in order to clarify understandings.  It enables students to read strategically by making connections between sentences and self monitoring for understanding.  This is a sample of how you may present the lesson:
1.  Write the initiating and follow-up questions on chart paper.  These questions are the same for every text because they are trying to get at the author’s intent and meaning.	 (See text box).
2. Model how you use these questions to interpret and comprehend text.  Start with the initiating queries.  If these don’t help, select follow-up queries that can help.  Here is a section of text “The Volcano That Shook the World”.  The sentences are numbered and will be referred to in step #3.
(1)The devastating eruption of Krakatoa changed the world’s skies, winds, and weather, not just in the days following the disaster, but also for months to come. (2) The dust cloud caused darkness as far as 250 miles away, and close to the volcano, it stayed dark for three days. (3)  Volcanic ash and pumice from the eruption covered parts of the nearby islands, making it difficult for plants to grow for several years.  Ash fell on Singapore, 525 miles away.

3. Model QtA for students to show them that the strategy helps them move beyond the     facts to main points implicit in the facts.

What is the author trying to say here?  In the first sentence, I think the author is trying to tell me that when Krakatoa erupted, it affected more than the sea near Java and Sumatra.  The eruption changed the weather and winds and what the sky looked like for months.  Changes happened all over the world, that why the author says “world’s skies.”  The author gives details in the second sentence that support her idea.  A dust cloud caused darkness 250 miles away.  Darkness lasted for three days.  The last sentence says that ash from the volcano ended up in Singapore, 525 miles away.  The author tells us that the islands near Krakatoa couldn’t use the soil to grow things because it was covered with ash.  So what the author is telling us is that when a volcano erupts, people at great distances from the volcano feel the effects, because clouds and winds carry the ash and dust far away.
Questioning the author encourages students to unpack meaning, sentence by sentence, and then to put all the information together to figure out what the author is saying and what the passage means.
4.  Encourage student feedback and questions.  
5. Organize students into pairs and invite pairs to use QtA with a short passage.  
6. Scaffold the questioning of students who need extra help.  Ask follow-up questions that link students to information they’ve read, and prompt them to explain what and why the author is trying to communicate.
7. Continue to practice until students can apply the strategy to their own reading.

 (
Questioning the Author
Initiating Que
ries
What is the author trying to say here?
What is the author talking about?
What is the author’s message or point?
Follow-Up Queries
What did the author mean here?
Did the author explain this clearly?
Does this make sense based on what the author told us before?
How does this connect with what the author has told us here?
Does the author tell us why?
Why do you think the author tells us this now?
)













