Preview/Connect/Predict

When students preview and make connections between the ideas read as well as connections to their own experiences and world issues, they build background knowledge, extend the ideas, and start showing how sections relate to one another and to personal and world issues.  By asking students to use a limited amount of information to predict, you can determine what they’ve absorbed.  In addition, students’ predictions become purposes for reading that they’ve set.  After reading, predictions can become discussion prompts that tapirs of small groups can use to spark conversations (Robb, 2006).  Here is a sample of how you can present the lesson:
1.  Tell students that you will model the preview/connect/predict strategy, which will help them to get ready to read.  Then invite students to work with a partner to write three or four predictions that show what they may learn in this text.
2. Teachers uses a think aloud strategy to demonstrate this process. For example, the teacher may say, “The title, _______, and the photos, make me think about ________.  I can connect this to _________ (my experience) or (to another story).  The pictures remind me of _________.    I think________ might connect to _________.  I know the word ________, is connected to the word ______, so it must mean _________. ”  Note that the teacher uses the word “connect” to make clear this process of linking ideas.  Adding connections to the preview takes it far beyond simply saying phrases and words.  By linking ideas, learners start thinking before reading.  It’s obvious how the connections enlarge ideas and add to learners’ background knowledge.
3. Have students fold a journal page in half lengthwise.  On the left-hand side, students write their predictions, leaving four or five lines between each.  Students can use this journal page with an after reading lesson.
4. Invite pairs to write four predictions that start with the prompt “I think I’ll learn…”  Partners will come up with slightly different predictions.  This is fine as long as the predictions are logical and grow out of the preview.  Their predictions become purposes for reading.
5. Utilize this strategy until students can complete and extend the strategy independently.  

