Main Idea
	
	Concept
	Learning Plan

	Explicit lesson Part One
	Meaning of Main Idea
	· Hands up if you think you know the definition of Main Idea.
· Show and read aloud the definition (The most important or central thought of a text. It tells the reader what the text is about.)
· Thumbs up if you got it, so-so hands if you partially understood it, thumbs down if you weren’t sure.
· Why is main idea important? What would happen if we identified the main idea of something incorrectly? Give examples – a misunderstood email, instructions for making PVR work, signing a contract, during a disagreement. 

	
	Difference and connection between Main Idea, Message and Author’s Purpose
	· Write Message – Does anyone think they might know how Message is different from the Main Idea? How are they connected? Write the definition. (Message is the lesson learned from the text. It takes the main idea and combines it with purpose to identify why the text was written and what the reader learned.)
· Write Author’s Purpose – Does anyone think they might know how Author’s Purpose is different from the Main Idea? How are they connected? Write the definition. (Author’s purpose is the reason the author created the text. It is what the author wanted the reader to remember. The author uses the text to create a main idea and message that will help the reader reach their purpose.) Sometimes this is successful and sometimes it isn’t. Have you ever said, “Oh, that isn’t what I got from it at all,” when talking to a friend about something? Sometimes the author is unsuccessful at reaching their purpose for a variety of reasons.
· Today, we are thinking about Main Idea. However, strong readers also think about Message and Author’s Purpose when they read.

	
	Importance of Prediction in determining Main Idea
	· When we read and think about the Main Idea, when do you think we decide what the Main Idea is? Does it happen before we start? Why and how? Does it happen in the middle? Why and how? Does it happen at the end? Why and how?
· It happens in all three. Identifying the Main Idea happens over and over as we read. We start by looking at the text features and scanning the selection and we make a prediction about the main idea, based on our first impressions. We follow up by beginning to read. Each part of the text invited us to decide if our prediction is confirmed or not. As we sort out the details of each part, we have to decide if they fit with our overall Main Idea. We can change our minds if our prediction was incorrect. In the end, we only truly can state the main idea when we have looked at every aspect of the text.

	
	Misconceptions
	· Sometimes we have trouble figuring out the main idea. Here are some common mistakes (poster):
· Our main idea is too general or too big. The text details don’t support a main idea that is so big.
· Our main idea was based on first impressions. We look at the pictures or key words and don’t read carefully. We miss the point of the text.
· Our main idea only captures one detail and doesn’t take into account all details. Maybe you didn’t think about the ending to confirm your prediction.
We are going to practice this.

	
	Textual Cues
	· Hand out the text. What text features do you think might help us make our first prediction of the main idea. List them. These are the features we are going to first examine to make our prediction.
· Chart paper checklist – check off the features that are present in this text and cross out those that aren’t. Add any missed.

	
	I do, You watch and I do, You help
	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Think aloud the process of making a prediction based on features. Write down prediction and details that support it initially.
· Read the first segment. List details out loud and check off confirmation or opposition.
· Read second segment and repeat. 
· Continue prediction-confirmation cycle until the end.
· Adjust main idea as needed.
· Show the handout and explain that they will have a follow up lesson where they will need to identify the main idea in a text. 

	Explicit lesson Part Two
	Review
	· What does main idea mean? How is it different from message and author’s purpose? How are they connected? Why is prediction so important in discovering the main idea)

	
	Paired (or small group) Practice (You, do, I help)
	· Pairs receive a selection and the checklist handout. Together, they work through identifying the main idea and reading the selection.
· As a group, discuss whether or not many groups had to change their prediction at some point. Discuss which details, features gave them the most information about the main idea.
· Discuss the important of the first and last paragraphs as a “high impact” place to search for the main idea. 

	
	Differentiation Notes
	· Students needing a challenge – These students could practice with texts that don’t have as many textual features (pictures, captions, graphs). Also, literary texts offer a more complex challenge. These students are likely ready to practice identifying the main idea when it is implied rather than directly stated. This requires them to combine details from the text with their own knowledge in order to come up with the main idea. These students may be ready for the second process handout.
· Students needing extra practice – These students may work better in a small group setting. It would be beneficial for them to work together to “capture” the details as they interact with them. Not all students need to write down each detail in the text but these students need to see it to make connections. Their selections should have many text features, titles, etc. so practice is easier. Also, it is helpful for them to listen to texts and practice as well as view images. Accessing skills they already possess (viewing and listening) in order to practice strategies is important.

	
	Next steps
	· Continue with a variety of texts; written, visual and auditory. Discuss the text structures and features of each and how each delivers the main idea in different ways.
· Also, continue to work with texts where the main idea is somewhat implied – literary texts are a little harder than informational texts. Students who are ready, can move into more complex texts.
· This bridges right into the next Strategy – Supporting Details. Both Main Idea and Supporting Details can be practiced when comprehending but also when creating their own works. These strategies are important in both.
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